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DISENQS CON
CARACTER

CONOCIDO COMO UNO DE LOS INTERIORISTAS MAS CONTROVERTIDOS
DEL MOMENTO, GUILLERMO BLANCO, AFINCADO EN MALLORCA, CUENTA
A LA REVISTA 50N VIDA ESTATES, COMO SE HA GANADO ESTA REPUTACION.

| entrar en ¢l estudio de Guillermoe Blanco, situado

en la calle Jaluda Crequees, 18 en Falma, uno

piensa que quizds se ha equivecado de calle. (De

verdad existen lugares de trabajo como esoef

Colores cilidos, mesas de amte, Cataratas de agua,

ewulturas de huz, puenias secretas que condwcen a los cuartos de

hafio y una cocina digna de cuslquier apartamento modermno.

Aqui e donde o genial decorador produce sus dltimas
CIEAKHES.

Sepin Guillermo, “si bos disefimdores de mopa hacen pasarelas

para MOsITar  Sus disefbos, Ios interioristas podemos. cnear
auesiras oficinas con imaginacidn ¥ [anlasia, pero con sabor a
rasas. donde entre b gente v o pueda imaginar 1o que necesita
para su hngar, su estudio, su dormitorbo, o cualquier instalacidn
que st le antoje”

Tl Marbad Cambd Fotos Tio Sosch

i5e considera espafol a pesar de haber nacido en
Balivia y de haberse educado en Londres?

Me fui de Bolivia con ocho aftos v despuds me traslade &
los siguientes das afos de mi vida, Con once
ifia y e permanccido aqui desde entonces,

Londres donde pas
afios ya vivia en Es
por lo que me consiilero espalbol

LPor qué decidid dedicarse al mundo del diseho?

Mo foe algo planeado sine que surgio, Empece estudiando
medicina porque siempre me habian fascinado bos bichos pero
despuds del primer afto se produjo ¢l cambio politico del 75", Las
constanies huelgas de aguel enfonces, jumto con la sibuaciar
me desilusioné y dejé mis estudios. Al msmo tempo
un disefador sevillano que me propuso vigjar con €
para comprar materiales con €l fin de decorar ¢l Palacio Abades
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je despertd cn md un interés por |a
e la Fsewela de Ares
frid. Antes de dedicarme de e [E
Madrid e

en Andalucia, Agquel
decoracidn par o que comence & estudiar

Decorativas de |
decoracidn, disei pericdicos pulblicitarios [Hech
Mhira  Magarii)l v también fui estilista en warios spois
pulbdicita

5,

4 0ué estilo le define mejor?

Soy partidare de las mezclas v de los contrasies, el disefio
por si solo me resulta frio. Sov un apasionado del Ar Decd pero
ipualmente me resulta mas atractivo al mezdada con s estilo.
Hay toques de Art Decd en tode lo que dissfio. Tam
justa el disefio modemo v juego mucho con la il
gusta aplicar mis conocimientos de Feng Shui en mis disefios.

Usted disehd la tenda Amsreord de la sctriz Panslope
Cruz en Madrid que ella misma ha descrito como “la
tienda de sus suefios”. JCémo se produjo esta relacion
laboral?

Antes de trabajar en este proyecto colabond en el vestus
I dex idn de varias ‘ulas. Fl asistenie de Pe
o L s0 4 su jefn para realizar e
v la decoracion de la o . Duranie bos afias B i
bares de Madrd, come Hangar, Zenit, Libre v Hanio, bares que
Pendlope habia frecueniado durante su joventod. Me ¥ gue
par ello, aungue éramos 3 los candidatos para ¢l proyecto de la

ir ESIm WO

b

tienda. me escogid a mi

Con tanto déxito en Madrid, jpor qué decidid mudarse?

Me encanta Madrd pero después de lantos afos alli me
oy playa por by que me mude
5 La Manga pero no me terming de convencer. Tambbdcn probdé
Marhella e Ihiza v, micntras me decidia por cual quedarmee. me
fui de vacaciones a Malls e
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En la revista Muebles de Espafa se le define como
"uno de los interioristas més controvertidos del
mamenta”. LA qué se debe esta reputacidn?

En lus 80 emps
a la gente be cuesta cambiar,

a devorar con color cuand

aunque el cam
1a dristica v no me conformo,

lo estilos de o

Sigo mez
i 1 Lo bestial

He leido que sus espacios son mas para el placer
visual que practicos. ;Qué opina de esto?

Es verdad gque muchos discfisdores anteponen la esiética s
husgue la
es werdad que o

L funcionalidad de fos esp
belleza en wdo lo que ha

vie preccupo por lo prictioo.

5 W0 pe N

pern tambié

hago con precawcicon,

Usted ha disefado casas particulares, algunas de las
cuales se encuentran en la urbanizackén de Son Vida,
bares, tiendas y hasta un barco. jQué proyectos estd
realizando en el presenta?

Ahora estoy realizamdo un proyecto en e Hotel Nixe
Palace, un hatel de 4 estrellas situado en Cala Mayor al sur de
Mallorea. Extamos camb ramte/histro,
de spa ¥y <l
(1]

3 el dlisedio del res
de banguctes, La
y éle las haldtacionss. Es un pro
CH KN P n Rilhao,
o disefin de unas cass

la piscina, la termia
gimna liemas del st
grande. T
un despacho de :
particulanes.

ia la entrevista, me sicnte en un comodo sillin
ceruchande o agua caer por la catarata anificial que
y tiene dentre de su lugar de trabaj

dislmstande del

amhbiente de tiemlajolicing o as el copocido

v nuestro Fotdgralo. Para mi gusto,

aha demasiado pronto, o jserd que estaba
masiado comoda en ese maravilloso sillén? @







Opposie page Ascmobion

araa of e shopdoffios n

Pakng, whes dramalic
colours and matalic
refeciions covmtur walh
Art Decn feafures.

DESIGNS WITH

CHARACTER

KNOWN AS ONE OF TODAY'S MOST CONTROVERSIAL DESIGNERS, GUILLERMO

BLANCO, WHO HAS RECENTLY SETTLED IN MAJORCA, TELLS 50N VIDA ESTATES

MAGAZI!

hen entering Guillermo Blaneo’s stadio in
Palma, bocated on the Calle Jafuda Creques,
18, one might be lorgiven for thinking that
they have got the wrong street. Do
workplaces like this really exist? Warm
colowrs, large suede covered tables, waterfalls, illumin
sculptures, hidden doors leading to the bathrooms and a kitchen
that wouldn't look owt of place in & modemn apantment. Here is
where the amiable decarmtor produces his latest designs.
According to Guillermo, “if fashion designers can have a
catwalk to show aff their designs, then we interior designers
can create our ofTices with Imagination and Fantasy as if they
were part of a house, where people can come in and Imagine
what they may need for their home, studia, bedroom or any
imstallation they fancy™

Do you consider yoursell Spanish, even though you
were bom in Bolivia and educated in London?

1 left Balivia when [ was eight years old and went to live in
London for the next twa years. By the tme [ was eleven, [ was
living in Spain and | have remalned here ever since so, yes, |
do consider mysell’ Spanish.

E HOW HE HAS GAINED THIS REPUTATTOM. st Martssl Camid Photos Tito Bosch

Wy did you decide to take up intarior design?

It wasn't planned, it was just something that happened. |
started off studying medicine, because | had always been
fascinated by insects bui after the first year, the politieal
changes of ‘75 occurred. The continual strikes at that time,
together with the political situation, left me disillusioned amd
1 gave up my studies. At the same time, | met a designer from
Seville, who invited me to travel with him to buy materials for
the decoration of the Abades Palace in Andalucia, that trp
awoke in me an interest for interior design so 1 went to study
at the Escuele de Artes Decorativas de Madrid® Before taking
up interior design full time, 1 designed advertising newspapers
|Heche en Madrid and Ihiza Magazin] and 1 also worked as a
stylist for various publicity spots.

Which style defines your work the best?

1 am & big fan of combinations and contrasts. Design alone
does mothing for me. [ am a passionate follower of Art Deco,
and although [ alsa like to combine it with other styles, there
are hints of Art Deco in all my works. | am alse fond of
mademn designs and | play around 2 Iot with lighting. | like 1o
include my knowledge of Feng Shui in my designs as well,




You designed the actress Penelope Cruz's shop
Amarcord in Madrid, which she, hersell, has
described as her "dream shop®. How did this
business relationship come about?

Before beginning this project, | worked on the
costumes and sets of variows films, Penelope's assistant
knew me from this and suggested to her boss that |
carmy oul the design amnd decoration of her shop, During
the B0's, 1 desigmed many bars in Madrid, such as
Hangar, Zenit, Libee and Hanio, bars where I-'u,-nu,-lul_u,-
partied In her younger days She tokl me that it was
hecause of this that she chose me.

Being so successful in Madrid, why did you
decide to move to Majorca?

o et hored, [ was I
moved to La Manga but

right Tar me
and while |
was deciding which one to settle [n, | came to Majorca
cay, which until then | had never visited. 1 fell in
th the island and, since then, [ have never lefi,

o
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In the magazine Muebles de Espadia, they define
you as “one of today’'s most controversial interior
designers®. How did you gain this reputation?

In the 80%s, | began w use colour in my designs 8t a
time when everything was grey. 105 difficult for people
pt change, even when that change may be positive, |
still combine style in a dram, { | won't conform,
1 aim a1 real enfant terribie!
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I have read that you design your spaces to be
attractive, rather than practical, is this true?

11" true that many designers opt for beauty rather than for
the functional aspect of spaces and | don't deny that | seek
to create aliractiveness in everyil | din, bt 1% 1= also
tme to say that 1 do so with care, 1 am definfely
concermsd with the practical aspect of everything | desigs.

You have designed private houses, some of
which are on the Son Vida estate, and also bars,
shops, even a boat! What projects are you
| the cesipner working on at the moment?

I am currently working on the Nixe Palace H
project, a four-star hotel in Cala Mayor in the south
Majorca. We are changing the design of the restauran)
" bistro, the swimming-poal, the temrace, the bangueeting
hall, the spa area and the gym, as well & the floors of the
. [L S a big project. | am also working an & project
n Bilbao, & lawyers' affice and on the designs for some
private houses.

el

As the interview comes to an end, [ sit for a while in
one of the comforiable chairs Guillermo has in his
listening o the sound of water falling from an
al water fall, which he has installed and enjoying
while the well
known dec apher.

Io my opinion, the photo session is over all (oo soon,
ar could it s, perhaps, that [ was just oo comfortable
in that wonderful chair? B

uifice

art
the warm atmosphere of his shup,l-.nl'
poses for aur phe
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